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Hundian (混填) and Suwu (蘇物)
A Reexamination of the Formation of Funan (扶南)
FUKAMI Sumio
Although it is difficult to reject emphatically the theory that Hundian, the
legendary founder of Funan, came originally from India, the probability seems
higher that he was of Southeast Asian origin. The itinerary of Suwu, a member
of the royal family of Funan, to and from India in the early third century CE
demonstrates the unfamiliarity between the two countries. In which case, the
founding of Funan, the earliest known case of state formation in Southeast
Asia, assumed to have taken place around the first century CE, and also its de-
velopment into the center of the Southeast Asian trade network in the third
century, must have been a result not of Indian influence but of developments
taking place in Southeast Asia itself. The “Indianization” theory, in the sense
that state formation in Southeast Asia took place after its contact with Indian
civilization, thereby loses credibility.
